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Beautifully Crafted Bedroom... 
Surprisingly Low Price

4 Piece Bedroom  $2399
King Bed add  $300

2nd Night Table  $399
8 Drawer Chest  $999

www.facebook.com/LeonsMuskoka

LEONS_summ2011.indd   1 11-06-13   10:27 AM



EENTHUSIASM CAN BE CONTAGIOUS. It was more than 60 years 
ago when the first cottages on Lake Manitouwabing were accessible only by 
flat-bottom punts. When Bruce and Amy Hillier spent a week with family 
friends at one of these wilderness summer homes, they were delighted. They 
bought a waterfront property with a sun-drenched, southwestern exposure, 
a spot to bask in the sunshine and watch spectacular sunsets. In the winter 
of 1949, they pulled the old McKellar dancehall across the frozen lake to 
their property, where it became the main room of their new cottage. With 
three small bedrooms and a kitchen, the cottage had no indoor plumbing or 
electricity, but it was a tiny slice of heaven on Earth.       

It’s little wonder that Pat and Morley Sniderman felt some of that 
same ardor when, by chance, they came upon this cottage property while 
looking for another nearby. “We loved the lot,” Morley says. The Toronto 
couple bought the old cottage and were extraordinarily resourceful in 
building and furnishing a new one. They found their kitchen stove in 
California and discovered a Michigan wood shop to supply them with 
the exact log siding and other building materials they wanted for their 
home. They shopped at garage sales, schlepping great bargains and 
beautiful furniture home in a trailer. Morley, who has a Master’s Degree 
in urban planning, and was an early expert on solar energy, thrives on the 
intricacies of house design, sourcing building materials and finding unique 
furnishings. His enthusiasm, when talking about the details of their six-
bedroom lake house, is infectious. Pat and Morley’s story starts on page 74.      

In this issue, we also bring you the stories of homes on two other 
northern lakes, Little Lake Joseph and Kahshe Lake. Don and Alba 
Price open the doors to their new log cottage on page 30, while John and 
Christina Newton share their contemporary summer home on Burnt 
Island, starting on page 54.       

We also visit The Corner Cabinet, a home décor, gift and furniture 
store, in an old Bracebridge blacksmith’s shop and introduce some of the 
arborists who keep that treasured greenery alive and flourishing around 
local homes.       

You’ll find the passions of these folks inspiring.

Walter Franczyk, Managing Editor
walterf@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us at twitter.com/OurHomesMag

We feature:
    Local Artisans and Native Crafts

    Fruits
 Vegetables

    Home Crafted Furniture
    Jewelry

    Stained Glass
    Pottery

    Smoked Meat Vendor
    Hot Sausage on a Bun

Parry Sound
Arts & Crafts

Summer Market

Any interested vendors please contact 
Libby or Grant Scobie at: glscobie@vianet.ca

(Located in the Market Square, behind the old Post Office)

Every Tuesday from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
June 28th to August 30th, 2011
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Chestnut Park Real Estate Limited, Brokerage
Lake of Bays/Huntsville

Chairman’s Award Recipient every year since 2005

Megan McLeod, Broker

O: 705-635-2118 or 800-626-8996
C: 705-571-5757
Email: megan@bellnet.ca

MEGAN MCLEOD

2832 Hwy 60   Dwight, ON P0A 1H0

PENINSULA LAKE $1,695,000
Stunning yr rnd retreat offers 220 ft. & 6+ acres of wooded 
privacy - just min to town. 7000 sq.ft., 6 bdrms, 4 Baths, 
custom granite fireplaces, new kitchen & baths, cheery 
floors & timberframe gazebo. Dock w/boat port.

LAKE OF BAYS  $1,895,000
Luxurious waterfront retreat. 320 ft. sandy shoreline & unbe-
lievable privacy. 3700+ sq.ft., 4 bdrms, 3 Baths + main floor 
master suite. Gourmet kitchen, Muskoka Room. Level land-
scaped lot, boathouse. Includes 10.5 acres across the road.

LAKE OF BAYS   $649,000
South Shore, gorgeous views, easy access to and from 
City. Use exising cottage or build new! Prime location!! 
Beautifully treed lot. Olde Muskoka 3-season 4 bedroom 
cottage and boathouse.

MIRAGE LAKE  $339,000
2 bdrm Cottage cute as can be! Great Room, wood burning 
stove, great Muskoka feel! Child friendly sand beach and 
plenty of sunsets!

LAKE OF BAYS $1,195,000
Exceptional privacy on 3.73 acres, 369 ft. of SW shoreline 
& easy boat ride to Bigwin Island for fine dining or golf! 
2340 sq.ft., stone fireplace, 5 bedrooms, sleeping bunkie & 
garage. Dbl-slip boathouse with sundeck.

DEERHURST RESORT CONDO  $369,000
Spectacular lake views from this 1518 sq. ft. beautifully 
maintained & decorated 2 bdrm end unit. Features 2 
fireplaces, sunroom, new flooring, light fixtures & custom 
window blinds

LAKE VERNON  $895,000
Brand new! Amazing privacy w/275 ft. shoreline, 8.73 
acres. Beautiful 2800+ sq. ft. on 3 levels, 4 bdms. Pine 
floors, open concept. Many upgrades including heated 
floors. 2 covered decks.

LAKE OF BAYS $2,549,000
Builder brings passion to this 4100 sq.ft elegant dream 
home. 2+ acres/ 225 ft. of shoreline. Hemlock floors, mar-
ble bathrms. Boathouse, 2 stone fireplace, outdoor kitchen, 
muskoka room and much more!

LAKE OF BAYS  $1,975,000
South after location. Rare gentle sand beach. Custom 
Crafted, spacious & private. Designer kitchen, Games 
Room, In-house theatre, Guest House and 4 car garage!

LAKE OF BAYS  $1,895,000
Sunsets, south shore, 3.5 acres of privacy! Spectualuar 
views, sand beach, fireplace, great room, extensive deck-
ing at cottage and waterfront. 4 bdrms. Boathouse

LAKE OF BAYS $949,000
Build your family compound on this rare, unique 11 
acres of wooded paradise. 2 separately deeded lots with 
magnificent views in every direction

Specializing in
Waterfront 

            Properties

To view all of my listings visit:

www.meganmcleod.com
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WHERE SERENDIPITYsmilesBY  LOR I  FRANCZYK  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY        AA loon’s haunting call echoes mournfully 
over the expanse of Lake Manitouwabing 
as Pat and Morley Sniderman pause to 
count their blessings. 
     

“The call of the loon puts you in awe of nature and I feel blessed when I 
hear it,” says Pat, as she and her husband, Morley, relax in the screened-in 
porch of their six-bedroom, log-sided home on the lake near McKellar, 
northeast of Parry Sound. “I feel lucky to be alive when we’re here,” says Pat, 
a professor of human resources management and organizational behaviour 
at Ryerson University in Toronto. “All the petty things just fall away.” 

Morley’s affinity with the North began years ago when he accompanied 
campers from the Young Men’s Hebrew Association in Toronto to 
Algonquin Park. “I fell in love with the area,” recalls Morley, a national 
account manager with Xerox Canada. He introduced Pat, who was born 
in London, England, to camping early in their relationship. They have 
two children, Matt, 26, who works for TD Canada Trust and Laura, 21, a 
McGill University student. Continued on page 76

Summer beckons as Pat and Morley 
Sniderman toast the view from the floating 
dock at their Lake Manitouwabing cottage.
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The Snidermans began their northern adventure in 1988 when they 
purchased their first cottage on Big Whitefish Lake, south of Parry 
Sound. In 2009, a twist of fate led them to their present property on Lake 
Manitouwabing. “On the recommendation of Jim Marshall, our great 
real estate agent, we were going to look at a cottage two lots away but 
ended up here by mistake,” Morley explains. They were captivated by 
the stunning view of the lake, filtered by tall, majestic pines and flanked 
by a scenic, rocky point jutting into the lake. A southwestern exposure 
provides plenty of sunlight. “We loved the lot,” says Morley.        

A small cottage that had once been a dancehall in McKellar stood 
on the property. Although it wasn’t for sale, serendipity smiled on the 
Snidermans. “Matt suggested that we leave a note in the door and it 
turns out the cottage belonged to an older couple who wanted to sell,” 
Morley recalls. 

Situated on just under two acres of land, the Sniderman home 
encompasses 4,750 sq. ft. and features 400 feet of private waterfront. 
Their log escape exudes warmth, character and delightfully reflects their 
love of nature. “It’s all about nature for us,” says Pat who, with Morley, 
decorated the home in an eclectic style that expresses their affection for 
wildlife and the outdoors. 

The home’s front door is made of 200-year-old Cyprus cedar and 
features intricate etchings of bear, moose and deer. Designed by H.J. Nick, 
it was hand-carved at the Scottsdale Art Factory in Arizona where Nick 
also designed a new desk, made of the same rare wood, for United States 
President Barack Obama’s Oval Office.         

BELOW: Quincy, the family pet, feels 
right at home on his northern adventures. 
BOTTOM: Weeks Construction of Parry 
Sound built the cottage road, installed the 
septic system and handled demolition and 
set up for construction.

ABOVE: The cottage exterior is finished 
with hand-hewn, pine log siding from 
The Woodworkers Shoppe in Michigan. 
Tempered glass balusters from Liv 
Outdoors ring the exterior deck, providing 
a clear view of the lake while allowing the 
onshore breeze to keep the deck cool. 
LEFT: Wild creatures inhabit the large 
front door, carved from 200-year-old 
Cyprus cedar.

Continued on page 78
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The natural theme woven throughout the Snidermans’ residence creates 
a cosy, homey atmosphere. The open-concept design of the great room is 
both functional and inviting while catering to different needs. A stone 
fireplace, crafted by Ray White Masonry of Parry Sound, stands sentinel 
over a sitting area that includes an entertainment centre housed in the 
bow of an old cedar rowboat. The kitchen, with rustic hickory cupboards, 
designed and built by Erwin Finch of Big Sound Woodworks, is adjacent 
to the sitting area. It features a gas stove and an island, overlaid with thick 
Italian granite. Huge windows bathe the dining area in warm sunshine and 
afford guests a spectacular view of Lake Manitouwabing. 

The Snidermans have collected a number of pieces that add a rugged, 
outdoorsy feel to the great room. A faux-antler chandelier, from Harris 
Furniture of Parry Sound, illuminates the sitting area while a second 
chandelier, adorned with canoes, from Living Lighting of Parry Sound, 
hangs above the dining room table. Morley and Pat enjoy unearthing 
furniture and knickknacks at flea markets and garage sales and showcasing 
them in their home. “I like finding very neat and unique things,” says Morley. 

Dinnerware from Cottage Country Interiors 
graces the dining room table. Parry Sound’s  

Mr. Electric wired the eye-catching illumination 
and other fixtures throughout the home.

Marvin Windows and Doors installed the windows 
that reveal spectacular views of Lake Manitouwabing. 
LEFT: The great room contains little islands of 
tranquility. You can relax by the fire or watch a wide-
screen TV housed in the prow of an old boat. 

Cabinets in the superbly equipped kitchen are 
custom made of rustic hickory. Countertops 
are Italian granite.

Continued on page 80
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The Snidermans credit David Anderson of Anderson Design with 
the overall plan of the house. “He was fantastic and added a lot to our 
original concept,” says Pat. “Dave was meticulous and good to work 
with. We told him some of the things we wanted to experience and he 
made it happen.”           

Pat describes builder Ron Smith, of Parkway Contracting, as the 
key to the success of the project. “His quality is superb and he is honest, 
reliable and a good communicator and he was on top of everything,” says 
Pat. “They were awesome to work with,” says Smith, who describes 
the home as unique. “It gives you a real sense of cottage life.” The most 
challenging part of the project for Smith and his staff was lowering the 
cathedral ceilings to maintain an R50 insulation value. “The cottage is 
really well-insulated,” he says. He spearheaded the construction and had 
a hand in all aspects of its development. “My favourite part of a project 
is when everything comes together and you start seeing the finished 
product,” he explains. “You feel a lot of pride.”  

The cottage’s master bedroom on the main floor features a balcony 
overlooking the lake, a king-size bed and a gas fireplace nestled in an 
alcove. It’s a magical place in the morning, says Pat. “I wake up to hear 
waves lapping at the shore. It’s heaven.”  

FAR LEFT: A fireplace keeps 
the three-season Muskoka 
room toasty on chilly evenings. 
LEFT: Tracy Ellement designed 
the rugged rock gardens 
surrounding the home. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Cedar stumps, 
pulled from a Michigan swamp, 
support the bathroom vanity 
topped with a single piece of 
carved Quebec granite. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: The ground 
floor master bedroom, just  
25 feet from the lake, has  
glass doors that open to the 
exterior deck.

Continued on page 84
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TOP: Multiple angles create an intricate pine 
ceiling in the second floor master bedroom. 

ABOVE: The Snidermans used log siding 
from The Woodworkers Shoppe in Michigan 
to finish interior walls, giving the home that 

log cabin feel. RIGHT: A Romeo and Juliet 
balcony offers an intimate spot to enjoy 

morning coffee while looking out on the lake.

Pacific Log Homes Ltd.
Custom Handcrafted Log Homes - Since 1976

12" to 18" diameter logs, air dried & hand-peeled — handcrafted into structures of unsurpassed beauty

HOMES • CABINS • LODGES • COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS • SHIPPED WORLDWIDE

For our FREE brochure & plans, visit us at  www.PacificLogHomes.com  or call 1-800-663-1577
HALIBURTON office:  Sheldon & Lori Perkins   705-754-1373    perkins.group@sympatico.ca

OVER 11,000 SQ FT OF COTTAGE IDEAS.  Open 9 – 5:30  Monday – Saturday, 10 – 5 Sunday

REFLECTING THE BEAUTY
& SERENITY OF THE MUSKOKAN LANDSCAPE

www.muskokafurniture.net
195 WELLINGTON STREET, BRACEBRIDGE  |  705-645-8183

BEDROOM

DINING 

HOME OFFICE

ENTERTAINMENT

HOME DECOR

MATTRESSES

QUALITY
MENNONITE
FURNITURE

DEFINE YOUR SPACE WITH. . .
SUPERIOR CANADIAN CRAFTED FURNITURE
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Beds throughout the cottage are layered with snuggly, patchwork 
quilts supplied by Donna Forbes Harley of Cottage Country Interiors. 
Although there is plenty of room for company and entertaining, Pat relishes 
the fact that the cottage also affords the opportunity for solitude. The 
landscaping is impressive. Rock gardens, designed by Tracy Ellement 
of Ellement Services/Silverwood North, formerly of Adams 
Construction, complement the rugged, natural theme of the property. 

Pat and Morley remain in awe of their slice of heaven on Earth. “It’s such 
a special place,” says Pat. “I feel so lucky when I walk through the door.”   OH

LEFT: A slanted ceiling over twin beds makes this 
tiny upstairs bedroom a children’s favourite.
BELOW: A stained glass lamp from Empire 
Auctions Toronto illuminates the log-sided 
stairwell. BOTTOM: Interior and exterior log siding, 
sandwiching conventional two-by-six frame walls 
and two inches of styrofoam insulation, gives the 
home maximum energy efficiency.

LANDSCAPING
SITE DEVELOPMENT
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Parry Sound • Muskoka

888.897.2424

info@silverwoodnorth.net
www.silverwoodnorth.net

Your Style...
   ...an ideal escape

72 Church St., Parry Sound 
 

705.746.5656

Colour Centre

benjaminmoore.ca

Ultimate Durability 
Cutting edge technology provides a finish that
outperforms the best alkyd stains on the market.

Authentic Colour
Benjamin Moore  colours can only be

made in Benjamin Moore Paint
®

705.389.3335
cottagecountryint@vianet.ca

Visit our store & woodworking shop for quality handcrafted furniture & kitchens
Donna & Mike would like to help you with the perfect look for your

home or cottage and transform your vision into reality...

Cottage Country Interiors
& Woodworking

Waubamik

To Parry Sound

McKELLAR

DUNCHURCH

#124 SWORDS RD. 

to the end 5 KM east 

of McKellar

HWY 124

HWY 69/400

To MagnetawanN
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124 Swords Road
Dunchurch

Mon-Fri-10-5
Sat & Sun-10-4

• Kitchens & Vanities
• Harvest Tables & Chairs
• Bedroom Furniture & Quilts
• Entertainment Centres
• Barnwood Pieces

44 Parkway Ave, Nobel, ON

Ron Smith
705 342.1272  rsmith852@hotmail.com
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